A.  I don't think it was a sudden thing, no.
As I commented before, there was a time prior
to that date that the parking brakes did work
and, I think, the park brake is the easiest
of any of them, you might say, to burn out or
wear out.  While the wheel brakes take longer
to wear out,  I don't believe that truck had
worn out brake shoes on it, except for the
drive-line brake.  It has smaller shoes and
heats up faster.

Mr, Farr could not specifically recall when he had last driven
the truck in question prior to the Inspection of July 6th, but he
was aware of the fact that the brakes were not working properly
that same morning before the inspector cited it because of the tests
that he (Farr) had performed on it.  He had tested the service and
dump brake on an incline and they were not operating according to
his own standards, and while he had Che option of turning the truck
down he elected to go ahead and drive it.  He indicated that he would
probably have continued driving it all day if the inspector had riot
arrived on the scene (Tr. 162).  He later determined from Mr. Oberg
that the drive-line brake shoe linings were burned out, and he received
a list showing the repairs which were made to the truck in question.
He also learned that the truck was out of service for several days
awaiting parts, but that after the repairs were made the truck brakes
worked better and the service brake was able to bring the truck to
a stop (Tr.163-164).  When asked whether he believed the condition
of the brakes prior to the issuance of the order on July 6th had any
affect on safety, he replied as follows (Tr. 166):

THE WITNESS:  Like I say, if I were to happen
to stop that truck on a hill, on an incline,
it wouldn't have held.  There have been occasions
where there have been parts of vehicles laying
alongside the road, lug nuts, rock bars, what-
ever else it might be.  It's our responsibility,
the driver's to move them out of the road,
rather than run over them and ruin tires.  That's
pretty hard to do if your truck won't hold you.

On cross-examination, Mr. Farr explained the operation of the
dump brake on the No. 18 truck, and he conceded that it was not intended

334s follows (Tr. 158):
